Imaging modalities for the study of the temporal bone.
During the past 30 years, rapid and extensive progress has been made in diagnostic imaging of the petrous temporal bone, especially in the techniques of complex motion (pluridirectional) tomography, computed tomography, and magnetic resonance imaging. Because there are a variety of imaging techniques for evaluation of the petrous temporal bone, it is essential to utilize the optimal examinations. Economic factors and the need to reduce unnecessary radiation exposure for the patient are both important considerations.